
            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    




    

    

    
            

 
    


    


    
            
        




            
            
                
                
            
                
        
        
            
                
                        
                            
                            
                        
                
                Close
            

                    	
                        Explore Subjects 

                    
                
	
                        Books 

                            	
                        Books 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Subject 

                    
                



                
	
                        Journals 

                            	
                        Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Title 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Subject 

                    
                
	
                        Reading Lists 

                    
                
	
                        Sign up for Issue Alerts 

                    
                



                
	
                        About 

                    
                
	
                        Information for 

                            	
                        Advertisers 

                    
                
	
                        Book Authors 

                    
                
	
                        Booksellers/Media 

                    
                
	
                        Customers 

                    
                
	
                        Educators 

                    
                
	
                        Journal Authors/Editors 

                    
                
	
                        Journal Subscribers 

                    
                
	
                        Librarians 

                    
                
	
                        Prospective Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Licensing and Subsidiary Rights 

                    
                
	
                        Societies 

                    
                



                



        
    






        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    header search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            Books & Journals
All Journals
History of Political Economy


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

    
        
        User Tools Dropdown
    


    

    
        Register


    

        
        
            
                
Sign In                
            
            
                

            

        





        

    


    
        

    
        
            
                
                
            
        
    


            



            Toggle MenuMenu
            
                        	

                        Issues

                    
                
	

                        Advance Publication

                    
                
	

                        For Authors

                            	

                        Submission Guidelines

                    
                
	

                        Submit Article

                    
                



                
	

                        Alerts

                    
                
	

                        Purchase

                    
                
	

                        About

                            	

                        About History of Political Economy

                    
                
	

                        Editorial Board

                    
                
	

                        Advertising

                    
                



                



            



        


    



 
    




    
        
            
                Skip Nav Destination
                








    

        
            Close navigation menu
        
        Article navigation


        
    
        


    
        
                    

                Volume 45, Issue suppl_1

                
        


        
December 1, 2013        


            


    

    


    
                
            
                
    

            	
                    Next Issue
                




        
                Issue Editors

            

                    
                        
                            Steven G Medema                         
                        
                            
    
        
    Steven G Medema



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    



                        

                    
                    
                        
                            Tiago Mata                        
                        
                            
    
        
    Tiago Mata



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    



                        

                    
            

        


 
    

                
        	
            Previous Article
        
	
            Next Article
        


 
    


            



        

    


 
        

    
        
                
        

    
        Article Navigation
    


    
        

    
        



        Research Article|
        December 01 2013





    
                
                    Becker and Posner: Freedom of Speech and Public Intellectualship
                


    
                

                            
            Jean-Baptiste Fleury; 


                    

    
        
    Jean-Baptiste Fleury



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    


                    

                

                

                                Alain Marciano

                    

    
        
    Alain Marciano



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    


                    

                

    
















            
            History of Political Economy (2013) 45 (suppl_1): 254–278.

        

        
                
                    
                        https://doi.org/10.1215/00182702-2311016
                    

                


        







    






 
    

    
         
    


    

    	
  
    Views Icon
    
      Views
      
    
  
  	Article contents
	Figures & tables
	Video
	Audio
	Supplementary Data
	Peer Review



	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    
	
      
        Tools Icon
        
          Tools
          
        
      
      	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions
            
        
    

 
    



	

    
        
            Cite Icon
        
        Cite
    


    


  

	
    
        
        Search Site
    







  Citation

  Jean-Baptiste Fleury, Alain Marciano; Becker and Posner: Freedom of Speech and Public Intellectualship. History of Political Economy 1 December 2013; 45 (suppl_1): 254–278. doi: https://doi.org/10.1215/00182702-2311016

  Download citation file:

  	Zotero
	Reference Manager
	EasyBib
	Bookends
	Mendeley
	Papers
	EndNote
	RefWorks
	BibTex






        
            
                toolbar search

    
        

        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    toolbar search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            Books & Journals
All Journals
History of Political Economy


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    


            

        

    





    

    
    
        


    


                            

This essay analyzes what Gary S. Becker and Richard A. Posner have written for various media (either in print or online) that are not strictly aimed at academic audiences. We provide an historical account of how they became interested in such activities, from their first attempts, made independently from each other, to their joint venture on the Internet through The Becker-Posner Blog. In our description of their independent and then collaborative experiences, differences appear between Becker and Posner about how to be a public intellectual, but also similarities as to what that means and implies. From this perspective, the blog proves to be a further and crucial step in their career as public intellectuals. Both Becker and Posner use the blog for the freedom and flexibility it offers. They use it to develop a sort of “casual economic thinking” that they push farther than in any of their other writings, even as public intellectuals.
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