
            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    




    

    

    
            

 
    


    


    
            
        




            
            
                
                
            
                
        
        
            
                
                        
                            
                            
                        
                
                Close
            

                    	
                        Explore Subjects 

                    
                
	
                        Books 

                            	
                        Books 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Subject 

                    
                



                
	
                        Journals 

                            	
                        Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Title 

                    
                
	
                        Browse by Subject 

                    
                
	
                        Reading Lists 

                    
                
	
                        Sign up for Issue Alerts 

                    
                



                
	
                        About 

                    
                
	
                        Information for 

                            	
                        Advertisers 

                    
                
	
                        Book Authors 

                    
                
	
                        Booksellers/Media 

                    
                
	
                        Customers 

                    
                
	
                        Educators 

                    
                
	
                        Journal Authors/Editors 

                    
                
	
                        Journal Subscribers 

                    
                
	
                        Librarians 

                    
                
	
                        Prospective Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Licensing and Subsidiary Rights 

                    
                
	
                        Societies 

                    
                



                



        
    






        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    header search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            Books & Journals
All Journals
American Literature


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

    
        
        User Tools Dropdown
    


    

    
        Register


    

        
        
            
                
Sign In                
            
            
                

            

        





        

    


    
        

    
        
            
                
                
            
        
    


            



            Toggle MenuMenu
            
                        	

                        Issues

                    
                
	

                        Advance Publication

                    
                
	

                        For Authors

                            	

                        Submission Guidelines

                    
                
	

                        Submit Article

                    
                



                
	

                        Alerts

                    
                
	

                        Purchase

                    
                
	

                        About

                            	

                        About American Literature

                    
                
	

                        Editorial Board

                    
                
	

                        Advertising

                    
                



                



            



        


    



 
    




    
        
            
                Skip Nav Destination
                








    

        
            Close navigation menu
        
        Article navigation


        
    
        


    
        
                    

                Volume 89, Issue 4

                
        


        
December 1, 2017        


            


    

    


    
                
            
                
    

            	
                    Previous Issue
                
	
                    Next Issue
                





 
    

                
        	
            Previous Article
        
	
            Next Article
        


 
    


            



        

    


 
        

    
        
                
        

    
        Article Navigation
    


    
        

    
        



        Book Review|
        December 01 2017





    
                
                    The African American Experience in Crime Fiction: A Critical Study
The Arresting Eye: Race and the Anxiety of Detection
Dreams for Dead Bodies: Blackness, Labor, and the Corpus of American Detective Fiction
                

The African American Experience in Crime Fiction: A Critical Study
. By Crafton, Robert E.. Jefferson, NC
: McFarland
. 2015
. 204 pp. Paper
, $29.95.
The Arresting Eye: Race and the Anxiety of Detection
. By Huh, Jinny. Charlottesville
: Univ. of Virginia Press
. 2015
. xi, 208 pp. Cloth
, $59.50; paper, $24.50; e-book, $24.50.
Dreams for Dead Bodies: Blackness, Labor, and the Corpus of American Detective Fiction
. By Robinson, M. Michelle. Ann Arbor
: Univ. of Michigan Press
. 2016
. 256 pp. Cloth
, $75.00; e-book available.

    
                

                                Paul Grimstad

                    

    
        
    Paul Grimstad



    


        
            Paul Grimstad teaches literature at New York University and Columbia University. His first book, Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses (2013), is out in paperback from Oxford University Press. His essays and reviews have appeared in Bookforum, the London Review of Books, n + 1, the New Yorker, Nonsite, the Paris Review, the Times Literary Supplement, and Raritan.

        


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    


                    

                

    
















            
            American Literature (2017) 89 (4): 898–900.

        

        
                
                    
                        https://doi.org/10.1215/00029831-4257964
                    

                


        







    






 
    

    
         
    


    

    	
  
    Views Icon
    
      Views
      
    
  
  	Article contents
	Figures & tables
	Video
	Audio
	Supplementary Data
	Peer Review



	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    
	
      
        Tools Icon
        
          Tools
          
        
      
      	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions
            
        
    

 
    



	

    
        
            Cite Icon
        
        Cite
    


    


  

	
    
        
        Search Site
    







  Citation

  Paul Grimstad; The African American Experience in Crime Fiction: A Critical Study
The Arresting Eye: Race and the Anxiety of Detection
Dreams for Dead Bodies: Blackness, Labor, and the Corpus of American Detective Fiction. American Literature 1 December 2017; 89 (4): 898–900. doi: https://doi.org/10.1215/00029831-4257964

  Download citation file:

  	Zotero
	Reference Manager
	EasyBib
	Bookends
	Mendeley
	Papers
	EndNote
	RefWorks
	BibTex






        
            
                toolbar search

    
        

        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    toolbar search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            Books & Journals
All Journals
American Literature


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    


            

        

    





    

    
    
        


    


From C. August Dupin’s needling repartee with the Parisian police in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Purloined Letter” to Sherlock Holmes’s insinuating banter with Lestrade, Hercule Poirot’s passive-aggressive one-upmanship with Chief Inspector Japp of Scotland Yard, hard-boiled Sam Spade’s agon with the district attorney in The Maltese Falcon (1930), and Philip Marlowe’s dismissal from the police force for insubordination, detective fiction has always shown the private investigator at odds with official police bureaucracy. It’s one way of dramatizing the messiness of the idea of justice—at once an individual (possibly personal or private) code and at the same time susceptible to a codifying proceduralism (all part of the detective’s “advantage of being unofficial,” as Holmes puts it in Arthur Conan Doyle’s “The Silver Blaze” [The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1893), New York, 20]). But when the law itself is shown to be tilted toward only a portion of the citizenry it...
        
        




        

        

    


 
    

    
        
        
            Issue Section:

                Book Reviews
        


 
    

                You do not currently have access to this content.


        


    





    


 
    


    
         
    

    
         
    





                




        
                Sign in

    
        
            Don't already have an account? Register
        

    

            
        
                
    
        

    

        
            
                

            

        


        
        
                
                    
                        Client Account

                    

                    
                    
                        You could not be signed in. Please check your email address / username and password and try again.
                    

                    
                        
                            Username / Email address
                            ?
                        
                        
                    

                    
                        Password
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                            
    
                

        
            Could not validate captcha.  Please try again.
        

            
            
    
    
 
    


                            

                        


                    
                        Sign In
                        
                            Forgot password?
                        

                        
                            Don't have an account?
                        

                    


                    
                



                    
                            Sign in via your Institution


                        Sign In
                    




        

    

 
    


                

    
         
    

                    
                    
                
                            
                        

                        

                                    


        

        

    
    
            
                            
                
                    Buy This Digital Article
            

        
    


 
    

            




            
        

    
 
    
    
            

    
    
                Advertisement


            


    

 
    



        

    

    


    

    

    
        



        


    
            
                212
                Views
            



            
                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    


            

    

        
            View Metrics
        






                
                    
                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            
        Email alerts

        
                    
                        Advance Publication
                    

                    
                        Latest Issue
                    

                                    
                

                Close Modal
            

        

    

 
    

    
         
    

    
            
        Related Articles


        
                
                    The neighborhood context of racial and ethnic disparities in arrest

                

                
                    Closure in Detective Fiction

                

                
                    Detective Fiction and “The Original Crime”: Baudrillard, Calle, Poe

                

                
                    African Popular Crime Genres and the Genres of Neoliberalism

                

        

    

 
    

    
            
        Related Book Chapters


        
                
                    Policing the “Italian Problem” Criminality, Racial Difference, and the NYPD Italian Squad, 1903–1909 

                

                
                    “I'm Fascinated by Money” Rank, File, and Gumshoe Detection 

                

                
                    Performing Involuntary Transparency The TSA’s Turn to Behavior Detection 

                

                
                    Norma Desmond, Your Spell Is Everywhere The Time and Place of the Female Film Star in 1950s Television and Film 

                

        

    

 
    

    
            
        Related Topics

        

                    fiction
                


                    racial
                


                    race
                


                    detective
                


                    genre
                


                    work
                


                    robinson
                

        

    

 
    

    
            


 
    


    




    




        


    
            

 
    



    
            


 
    



    
 





    
         
    





    
         
    

 
            

        
    

    
    

    
        




    
            

 
    







    
            

 
    






    
            
        
    
        
            
                
            
    

    
            	
                    About American Literature
                
	
                    Editorial Board
                
	
                    For Authors
                
	
                    Twitter
                


            	
                    Purchase
                
	
                    Advertise
                
	
                    Rights and Permissions Inquiry
                


        
    

        

    
        	Online ISSN 1527-2117
	Print ISSN 0002-9831
	Copyright © 2024 


    

    

 
    





        
    
        



    
    




	
    Duke University Press
    
	905 W. Main St. Ste. 18-B
	Durham, NC 27701
	USA
	
    Phone
    
	(888) 651-0122
	
    International
    
	+1 (919) 688-5134
	
    Contact
    
	
    Contact Us
    


	
    Information For
    
	
    Advertisers
    
	
    Book Authors
    
	
    Booksellers/Media
    
	
    Customers
    
	
    Educators
    
	
    Journal Authors/Editors
    
	
    Journal Subscribers
    
	
    Librarians
    
	
    Prospective Journals
    
	
    Licensing and Subsidiary Rights
    
	
    Societies
    


	
    Careers
    
	
    View Open Positions
	
    emailJoin our Mailing List
	
    catalogCurrent Catalog
    





	
    Connect
    
	Facebook
	Twitter
	YouTube
	Pinterest
	Instagram













	©
    
    Duke University Press. All Rights Reserved.
	Accessibility
	Legal
	Privacy
	Get Adobe Reader







 
    




        





    
        



    
    





 
    







    
            

 
    




    





    
    


    
        
    

    Close Modal




    
        

    

    Close Modal





    
            
                This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

                Sign In or Create an Account

            



        Close Modal
    




    Close Modal
    
        

    



 
    


    







    
    
























    


    
  
    






    

        
    
    


    
        
    
        This site uses cookies. By continuing to use our website, you are agreeing to our privacy policy.
    

    
        Accept
    

            

    
    

 
    



    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

